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EDITORIAL

Debating Turkey’s Grand Strategy

This special issue on Turkey’s grand strategy is the outcome of a one-day work-
shop organized in Ankara on February 25, 2020 by the Center for Strategic 
Research (SAM), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, which 
was attended by a group of distinguished Turkish scholars from leading inter-
national relations departments in Turkey. 

The participants of the workshop discussed the various dimensions of Turkey’s 
grand strategy in connection with the country’s long-term political, economic 
and military objectives and presented their own proposals as to how the main 
pillars of such a grand strategy could be determined. Considering that grand 
strategy is broadly defined as “the calculated relationship of means to large 
ends,” it is quite important to reconsider this concept in light of Turkey’s own 
foreign policy means and ends particularly at a time when we are approaching 
the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the Republic. 

The authors who contributed to this issue were asked to define the main pa-
rameters of a grand strategy suited to the actual and potential core interests 
and threats faced by Turkey in contemporary regional and global politics. In 
order to stimulate the widest possible academic discussion on the subject, 
which has so far remained largely underexplored in the literature on Turkish 
foreign policy, the authors were given a great degree of flexibility and freedom 
while articulating their ideas. 

Even though the articles of this special issue do not represent the official views 
of SAM or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we believe they are all valuable 
contributions to the academic literature on Turkey’s grand strategy. We also 
hope they are going to stimulate further academic debate both in Turkey and 
abroad on this very important subject. 

Finally, we would like to thank Dr. Şener Aktürk, who kindly agreed to com-
pile this special issue, as well as the four distinguished scholars who contrib-
uted to the special issue with their remarkable and thought-provoking pieces 
on Turkey’s grand strategy. 

151

The information and views set out in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the Center 
for Strategic Research (SAM) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Turkey.

Publication Ethics 
Perceptions: Journal of International Affairs is a double blind peer review international academic journal 
which strives for meeting the highest standards of publication ethics. Publication malpractice is strictly 
prohibited by all possible measures. 

The publication ethics of the journal is mainly based on the “Code of Conduct and Best-Practice Guidelines 
for Journal Editors”.

Authors: Authors should present an objective discussion of the significance of research work as well as 
sufficient detail and references to permit others to replicate the experiments. Fraudulent or knowingly 
inaccurate statements constitute unethical behavior and are unacceptable. Review articles should also be 
objective, comprehensive, and accurate accounts of the state of the art. The authors should ensure that 
their work is entirely original works, and if the work and/or words of others have been used, this has been 
appropriately acknowledged. Plagiarism in all its forms constitutes unethical publishing behavior and is 
unacceptable. Submitting the same manuscript to more than one journal concurrently constitutes unethical 
publishing behavior and is unacceptable. Authors should not submit articles describing essentially the same 
research to more than one journal. The corresponding author should ensure that there is a full consensus of 
all co-authors in approving the final version of the paper and its submission for publication. 

Authors should also make sure that:

a) There is no conflict of interest in their submissions. 

b) They have obtained the approval of the “Ethics Board/Committee” for clinical and experimental 
studies conducted on humans and animals (including opinion polls, surveys, interviews, observations, 
experiments, focus group studies). This approval should be clearly stated and documented in the article 
(board’s name, date and issue number). 

c) Their submissions comply with the copyright regulations (especially for tables, graphs, illustrations, 
pictures, photographs).

Editors: Editors should evaluate manuscripts exclusively on the basis of their academic merit. An editor 
must not use unpublished information in the editor’s own research without the express written consent 
of the author. Editors should take reasonable responsive measures when ethical complaints have been 
presented concerning a submitted manuscript or published paper.

Reviewers: Any manuscript received for review must be treated as confidential documents. Privileged 
information or ideas obtained through peer review must be kept confidential and not used for personal 
advantage. Reviews should be conducted objectively, and observations should be formulated clearly with 
supporting arguments, so that authors can use them for improving the paper. Any selected referee who 
feels unqualified to review the research reported in a manuscript or knows that its prompt review will be 
impossible should notify the editor and excuse himself from the review process. Reviewers should not 
consider manuscripts in which they have conflicts of interest resulting from competitive, collaborative, or 
other relationships or connections with any of the authors, companies, or institutions connected to the 
papers.




